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About 3000 years ago, King
David conquered Jerusalem, then
under Jebusite rule, and made it
capital of his kingdom.
According to the biblical
record, David’s reign lasted forty
years, thirty-three of which were
spent in Jerusalem (1 Kings
2:11), and his son Solomon ruled
in Jerusalem during forty years (2
Chronicles 9:30).
The campaign conducted by
the Egyptian King Shishak
against Israel took place five years
after Solomon’s reign ended (1
Kings 14:25). Extrabiblical
sources and a considerable
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Jerusalem 3000

amount of archaeological evidence have confirmed the historicity of the event and allowed
biblical scholars to date it with
relative precision to around 924
B.C.E.
It is from this date that the
countdown has proceeded. If we
add to 924 the five years after
Solomon’s reign, the forty years
of Solomon’s reign, and the
thirty-three years of David’s reign
in Jerusalem, we reach more or
less the year 1003-1004 before
the common era. If we then add
3000 years, we arrive to the year
1996—this year.
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Calendar of Main Events in
th
Jerusalem for Its 3000
Anniversary
September 4, 1995

Jerusalem 3000 Opening Week Celebrations (at the Knesset—followed by a
huge “Sound and Light” show at the Israeli Museum).

September 14-15, 1995

The night will be devoted to expressions of faith throughout the Psalms of
David (on Mount Scopus with the participation of choirs, soloists, and
religious cantors).

October 11, 1995

Salute to Jerusalem. Parade of thousands of artists, dancers, musicians, and
several floats representing many great cities of the world.

December 21, 1995

Liturgical Festival of Sacred Music.

March 18, 1996

A royal banquet will be prepared by 15 of the greatest chefs in the world.

May 1-15, 1996

International drawing competition for children on Jerusalem.

May 5-9, 1996

Great fair of Jewish art (Judaica 3000).

May 6-8, 1996

Lecture at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem in collaboration with the
Münster University (Germany) on King David and Jerusalem in the Psalms.

May 12- June 14, 1996

Special program of the third millennia (not yet communicated).

June 1 - December 31, 1996

Historical display on Jerusalem throughout centuries.

July 29 - August 1, 1996

Celebration of gospel music (with the participation of the Brooklyn
Tabernacle Singers).

July 31, 1996

Gala concert of Psalms (with the participation of Zubin Melita).

October 6-13, 1996

International Festival of Ancient Music (artists in orchestra and in solo will
perform on original musical instruments).

December 8, 1996

Liturgical Festival of Sacred Music.

December 28, 1996

King David’s violin (with the participation of Itzah Perlman, Pinhas
Zueleman, etc.).

Other events will include concerts, lectures, parades, competitions, films, and all kinds of
special expositions.
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